
Antrim Borough Council

Minutes of the proceedings of a Meeting of Antrim Borough Council held in the Round Tower Chamber, Antrim Civic Centre, 50 Stiles Way, Antrim on Thursday 11 February 2010 at 2pm.

In the Chair
:
Councillor A D Cochrane-Watson, Mayor

Members Present
:
Aldermen -




S Dunlop



R J Loughran



M Rea



Councillors -



A K Brady



T A Burns



T Clarke



H J Cushinan



D R J Ford



O C J Keenan



D Kinahan



A A Lawther



P Lewis



A Logue



M Lucas



S Nicholl



J Smyth

In Attendance
:
Chief Executive



Director of Corporate Services



Director of Development and Leisure 



Public Relations Manager



Committee Secretary (M Aiken)

Apologies
:
Councillors -


B Graham



D Ritchie

	MAYOR’S BUSINESS



	The Mayor extended congratulations to local firms New Horizons, Randox Laboratories and Fast Engineering Limited on recent successes in their field.

	CONGRATULATIONS

	A letter of congratulations had been forwarded to Mrs Sheelagh Hillan from Randalstown on becoming the first female to hold the prestigious award for ‘Outstanding Contribution to Pharmacy’ in Northern Ireland.

	

	Work on the new ASDA store at Junction One was progressing with recruitment now taking place for the official opening expected on 17 May 2010.


	

	In this respect ASDA wished to update Members and representatives would therefore attend the Environment and Borough Services Committee Meeting on 15 April 2010, the date most convenient for them and acceptable to the relevant Committee Chairs.  All Members would be invited to attend.


	

	The long awaited opening of the new Library in Antrim which had taken place just recently was greatly welcomed.

 
	

	Two local schools, Antrim Grammar and Parkhall Primary, were congratulated on their recent involvement in litter picks and three schools in the Randalstown area – Moneynick, Randalstown Primary and Mount St Michael were working closely together to create a litter sculpture to highlight this very important issue.

	

	Alderman Rea was congratulated on being awarded an Honorary Fellowship by the Chartered Institute of Wastes Management for his services to waste management, a prestigious award held by only one other person in Northern Ireland.

	

	AGREED:  unanimously that the Mayor write to the Department of Education urging that they proceed with proposed new build for St Benedict’s School, Randalstown and Parkhall Integrated in Antrim - Council’s four MLAs to support this as opportune.


	


	AGENDA ITEMS



	RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Councillor Keenan seconded by Councillor Smyth that the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 14 January 2010, copies of which had been circulated, be taken as read, approved as a correct record and signed.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

14 JANUARY 2010 



	RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Councillor Keenan seconded by Councillor Clarke that the Minutes of the Community Planning Committee Meeting held on 14 January 2010, copies of which had been circulated, be taken as read, approved as a correct record and signed.


	MINUTES OF COMMUNITY PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 

14 JANUARY 2010


	Committee Chairman, Alderman Rea, presented the Minutes of the Environment and Borough Services Committee Meeting held on 21 January 2010, copies of which had been circulated.

Health Inequalities in Antrim Borough  – Pages 2 and 3
NOTED:  that discussions between Public Health Agencies and the new Council clusters were ongoing, on the basis of the Transition Committee footprint, and would be reported on through the Committees in due course.

Clearance of Footpaths

Members asked that consideration be given to Council’s position with regard to the clearance of footpaths during times of frost and snow.
RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Alderman Rea seconded by Alderman Loughran that the Minutes of the Environment and Borough Services Committee Meeting held on 21 January 2010 be taken as read, approved as a correct record and signed and that the recommendations be adopted.  Also, the Clearance of Footpaths to be included on a future agenda for the Environment and Borough Services Committee for consideration.

	MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENT AND BOROUGH SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON  

21 JANUARY 2010 

	Committee Chairman, Councillor Smyth, presented the Minutes of Resources Committee Meeting held on 21 January 2010, copies of which had been circulated.

RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Councillor Smyth seconded by Councillor Keenan that the Minutes of the Resources Committee Meeting held on 21 January 2010 be taken as read, approved as a correct record and signed and that the recommendations be adopted.  Also, as part of an ongoing review of contracts, an update on the analysis of power washing service costs would be included on the Agenda for the next Meeting of the Audit Sub-Committee.

	MINUTES OF RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON  
21 JANUARY 2010 

	Committee Chairman, Councillor Nicholl, presented the Minutes of the Development and Leisure Committee Meeting held on 28 January 2010, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Councillor Nicholl seconded by Councillor Clarke that the Minutes of Development and Leisure Committee Meeting held on 28 January 2010 be taken as read, approved as a correct record and signed and that the recommendations be adopted subject to Page 8 being amended to show the name of the play area at Stiles Way as Steeple Play Area.
It was also

AGREED:  that, for clarification, Page 134 of the Minutes of Development and Leisure Committee Meeting held on 22 December 2009 be amended to read that Council -

1 agrees in principle to be managing agent for one specific element of the PEACE III fund to the value of £50,000 (Area Development Programme) subject to satisfactory discussions with the CAN (Carrickfergus, Antrim and Newtownabbey) PEACE III Partnership;

2 accepts the PEACE III grant aid award in the amount of £30,000 to deliver the training programme as detailed in the report.
	MINUTES OF DEVELOPMENT AND LEISURE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 

28 JANUARY 2010 



	Clean Up Following Sewage Overflow at Antrim Forum
NOTED:  Officers were asked to ensure that costs associated with the clean up following a sewage overflow at Antrim Forum be apportioned to Northern Ireland Water.  Also, that the Minister for Regional Development who was soon to meet with Members be asked for an assurance that preventative measures would be put in place to prevent a recurrence of this problem.
Proposed Music Concert in Antrim Borough

Also, Officers were requested to act with some haste in asking the promoter to further consider suitable alternative venues within the Antrim Borough for the proposed Music Concert as some Members were keen to facilitate this in the Council area.


	MINUTES OF DEVELOPMENT AND LEISURE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 

28 JANUARY 2010
(continued)

	RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Councillor Cushinan seconded by Councillor Logue that the Minutes of the Public Services Committee Meeting held on 28 January 2010, copies of which had been circulated, be taken as read, approved as a correct record and signed.


	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 28 January 2010 



	AGREED:  unanimously on the proposal of Councillor Smyth seconded by Councillor Clarke to strike District Rates for 2010/2011 as recommended in the report circulated:

Domestic Rate
0.003585p 
Non-Domestic Rate
26.8813p
Also, to approve the Mayor’s/Deputy Mayor’s financial allowances which were incorporated within the estimate figures for the forthcoming year (£8,800 and £2,200 respectively).

NOTED:  that this was an increase on last year’s rate of 5.31%.  A press release would be issued immediately.
Thanks were expressed to all staff involved in the estimates process.


	CONSIDERATION OF ESTIMATES OF CAPITAL EXPENDITURE, REVENUE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE AND STRIKING OF DISTRICT RATES FOR 2010/2011

	LEGAL MATTERS



	RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Councillor Keenan seconded by Councillor Clarke that legal documents be signed and sealed in respect of the undernoted Conacre Licence Agreements, all necessary details having been agreed previously –

Legal No. 324
Lands at Church Road, Randalstown - S Cameron
Legal No. 325

Lands at Craigmore, Randalstown - G Kernahan.
Also, up to date information regarding related payment of rents to be brought to Resources Committee.


	SIGNING AND SEALING OF LEGAL DOCUMENTS

	AGREED: that tenders in respect of Community Centre Refurbishment Works be opened by Councillor Smyth and Councillor Clarke immediately after the Meeting.


	TENDERS

	Councillor Nicholl, as one of Council’s representatives on the Northern Ireland Local Government Association, raised some issues of concern regarding membership of the Association and possible future arrangements for such a body to represent Councils. 
AGREED:  that matters relating to NILGA be given due consideration by the Resources Committee as and when request be received for payment of Council’s membership for 2010/11. 

	NILGA

	CORRESPONDENCE



	NOTED:  correspondence from the Department of Environment advising of a consultation on Proposals for Implementing the 3rd EC Directive on Driving Licences - closing date 30 April 2010.


	CONSULTATION – 3RD EC DIRECTIVE ON DRIVING LICENCES



	Following on from decision taken at the November 2009 Meeting of Council it was

AGREED:  that Councillor Ritchie be appointed to join with Ballymena borough Council in a joint deputation to meet the Minister for Education with regard to a new building for Castle Tower Special School.  Councillor Clarke to deputise in Councillor Ritchie’s stead if necessary.


	CASTLE TOWER SCHOOL, BALLYMENA

	AGREED:  that Alderman Rea and an Officer from Council attend the High Hedges Consultation Event being arranged by NILGA for the morning of Tuesday 23 February 2010 in the Burnavon Centre, Cookstown, details of which would be issued in due course – closing date of consultation 1 March 2010.


	HIGH HEDGES CONSULTATION EVENT

	At this point in the Meeting Members who had not already done so were asked to confirm with the Public Relations Manager if they planned to attend the Freedom of the Borough Ceremony on Friday 12 February 2010.  

	FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH 
12 FEBRUARY 2010

	On the above note the Public Relations Manager, Mrs Elish Martin, was welcomed back having returned from Australia following the birth of her first grand-child.


	CONGRATULATIONS TO PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER

	NOTED:  that the Mayor would be hosting a table at Dunadry Hotel on Friday 5 March 2010 in support of Guards Gear - Help the Heroes Charity.

	GUARDS GEAR – HELP THE HEREOS CHARITY


	INTO COMMITTEE



	RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Alderman Loughran seconded by Councillor Keenan that the remainder of the Meeting be taken In Committee.



	Councillor Logue left the Meeting at 3.02 pm.


	


	ITEMS IN COMMITTEE



	Cemetery Sub-Group Minutes of 18 December 2009 –
AGREED:  in view of concerns expressed by some Members, that -
a) Point A of the Committee recommendation be adopted, namely, that the ‘breaches’ figure for the month of November be amended from 229 to 245.
b) The charging regime be updated, as indicated at item 3.
c)
The remaining points of the recommendation be considered at the Special Meeting of Council to be held In Committee on Tuesday 23 February 2010, time permitting, after consideration of management issues relating to Belmont Cemetery.  (The initial date of 4 February 2010 for the Special Meeting had to be rearranged as it was unsuitable for the legal representative.)

	IN CONFIDENCE MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENT AND BOROUGH SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 
21 JANUARY 2010 

	Old Congregational Church, Antrim
Pages 19 and 20

NOTED:  that communication and documentation necessary to implement the recommendation would be undertaken by Officers.

	IN CONFIDENCE MINUTES OF RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 21 JANUARY 2010


	Sub-Leasing of Hard Standing at 6 Orchard Way, Antrim
Page17
RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Councillor Smyth seconded by Councillor Clarke that Council proceed with the Sub-Leasing of Hard Standing at 6 Orchard Way, Antrim with the conditions, including financial and planning issues, to be agreed later by the Resources Committee to which Full Powers were granted on the proposal of Councillor Clarke seconded by Councillor Lawther, in accordance with the provisions of Section 18(1) of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 1972.
NOTED:  Councillor Lucas had reservations and objected to the decision to proceed.


	

	ITEMS IN COMMITTEE (continued)


	Business Case – Retirement
Page 18
RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Councillor Smyth seconded by Councillor Clarke that the Finance Officer’s retirement be suitably recognised.


	IN CONFIDENCE MINUTES OF RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 
21 JANUARY 2010

(continued)


	Lough Neagh and Lower Bann Advisory Committees and Partnerships – 
Page10
The Committee Chairman gave an update on events relating to the future of the two committees.  He highlighted to Members receipt of a letter from the Environment Minister to all nine member Councils pointing out that following an Assembly Motion calling for the reinstatement of Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) funding and continued financial support from other funding partners, he was requesting each Council to confirm its funding for 2010/11.
Members reiterated the importance of the waterways and the need for stakeholders to bring about the creation of a single strategic body that would take responsibility for their sustainable development.

RESOLVED:  on the proposal of Councillor Nicholl seconded by Councillor Ford that Council agree to financing of the existing bodies of the Lough Neagh and Lower Bann Advisory Committees for the 2010/2011 year only on the following conditions –

1
That the two government departments, DCAL and NIEA, and all the other Councils agree to fund at existing levels (£37,000 each from DCAL/NIEA and £5,000 from each of the Councils);

2
A full review of the current financial status of the Committees to be carried out and any cost implications for closure identified; 
3
A timetable for the rationalisation of relevant Lough Neagh/Lower Bann bodies to be agreed by all by 31 March 2010 and implemented by 31 March 2011.
	IN CONFIDENCE MINUTES OF THE DEVELOPMENT AND LEISURE COMMITTEE MEETING OF 
28 JANUARY 2010 

	There being no further business the Meeting concluded at 3.27 pm.



	Mayor            


Chief Executive
   
     


Date
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