22 July 2008
Dear 
Re:  
Freedom of Information Requests -

Refs:  2008/06/002 and 2008/06/006

 

Thank you for your request for information of 20 June and 26 June.
 

As you will be aware, the Council has undertaken an extensive investigation into the whereabouts of the Massereene Band Instruments.  You will appreciate that due to the passage of time it is difficult to establish the facts in this case and to provide you with all of the information that you have requested.  The Council did in its investigations interview employees and former employees to ascertain what had happened to the instruments.
 

In response to the first question raised in your request dated 20 June 2008, Ms Geraldine Girvan, Director of Development and Leisure, visited the Thatch Inn Broughshane on 29 May 2008. Ms Girvan has now prepared a note of that meeting, a copy of which is attached.  In the course of that meeting, she viewed 8 instruments, along with some cases, some photographs and documentation.                 of the Thatch Inn indicated that only one of the instruments, an oboe, may be capable of being played if it had a new mouth piece.  However, in his opinion the remainder of the instruments could not be played.  Whilst the instruments on display in the Thatch Inn match the description of some of the instruments that belonged to the Massereene Band, it is impossible to state categorically that these particular instruments were ever in the Council’s possession.  During the course of that meeting,                 

restated how he had acquired the instruments.           asked whether the Council had expressed an interest in acquiring the instruments.  Ms Girvan stated, that to her knowledge the Council had not expressed an interest in acquisition.  However,            offered to sell the instruments to the Council for the price that he paid for them plus the cost of having them displayed.  He indicated that the cost would be less than £1000. 
 

In response to questions two to seven of your request of 26 June 2008, no formal proposal has been put before Council to purchase the instruments and therefore the Council does not hold the information requested in questions two to seven of your request of 26 June 2008.  In relation to question 8 please see attached Council minute.
 

In response to questions two to six of your request of 20 June, the Council does not hold this information.  We refer to our email to you of 5 April 2007 in response to question six.   
 

In response to the seventh question of your request of 20 June, your first Freedom of Information Act request was submitted to the Council in March 2007.  However, queries were raised by other individuals in 2002. 
 

The Council began an investigation in 2002 into the whereabouts of the Massereene Band Instruments.  The Council undertook an extensive investigation which involved interviewing a number of existing and former members of staff.  We attach a copy of that report and copies of internal memos relating to that report.  In order to comply with our obligations under the Data Protection Act we have redacted some of the personal data contained within the report and memos.  
 

One former employee recalled seeing the instruments in the mat store during his period of employment.  He stated that the instruments were "in bits and pieces" substantially "pitched" and un-repairable.   Another former employee was also aware of the items being stored in the mat store but indicated that they may have been moved to an alternative store room in the Stiles Community Centre.  The Council arranged for the store room in question to be thoroughly searched.  However, the instruments were not in this store.  
 

Another former staff member stated that he believed that the instruments were stored in Antrim Forum, in the loft store, until that area was required to be cleared for refurbishment and the instruments were then transferred to a store for equipment that was infrequently used. He recalled that the instruments were in poor condition and any plating they may have had was worn off.  The same member of staff recalls that another member of staff from Clotworthy had the instruments examined, he was advised that the instruments were beyond refurbishment due to pinhole corrosion.   The former employee did not know who had examined the instruments as he had no involvement in the assessment of the instruments' condition.  
 

Another former staff member also stated that he believed an employee from Clotworthy had arranged for three instruments to be evaluated for repair or refurbishment.  The same individual recalls seeing the band instruments being dumped into a skip.  As he knew that the instruments were in bad condition, he did not query whether the appropriate procedures had been followed for their disposal.   
 

The Council does not hold any written assessment of the instruments which appears to have been arranged by a member of staff from Clotworthy. 
As you will see from the report and memos and as stated in our previous responses to your freedom of information act requests, the investigation into the instruments was inconclusive.  

We trust that this resolves any queries that you may have.
 

Yours sincerely
_____________

Elaine McElhill

Records Management Officer

Antrim Borough Council
Encs
