Response issued to  requestee via email on 3 November 2008

Dear

With regards to your request for information under the Freedom of Information I would now like to respond as follows.  I have been advised by the Council's Registrar that unfortunately civil registration records did not begin until the mid 1800s so therefore it is impossible to undertake a search of the time period you have specified.  We would like to refer you to the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (www.proni.gov.uk) as they keep records of some wills and major land transactions.  If you were able to pinpoint an exact area that the family were from you could research on the internet churches that your ancestors may have attended.  You could then contact the appropriate churches (if still in existence) and maybe get access to baptismal or marriage records.  

If unfortunately that route is not successful you could perhaps contact some of the genealogical researchers in Northern Ireland (lists are available on the internet).  Even if you do not wish to pay for their services, they may be able to advise you on where to go next with your research.

I hope this is of some use to you and I wish you every good luck in your investigations.

Regards

Elaine McElhill

Records Management Officer

Antrim Borough Council
