FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH

Since the Municipal Corporations Act of 1835, Borough Councils have had the power to appoint Honorary Freemen of the Borough persons of distinction and persons who have rendered eminent services to the Borough.  
"The Freedom" is the highest tribute that a Borough can bestow. Over the years, the law has gradually reduced the associated privileges and in modern times, it is an honour only and, in practice, confers no legal rights or privileges.  

In the Borough of Antrim, the conferment of the Freedom is carried out at a specially convened meeting of the whole Council, where, with all due ceremony, an illuminated scroll is presented to the recipient, the Register of Freemen is signed and commemorative reciprocal gifts are exchanged.  
