Response issued via email on 9 April 2009

Dear

I would now like to respond to your request for information as per your numbered questions as follows:

1....On how many occasions since March 1 2008 have officers and or elected members of the authority travelled overseas on official council business.    Could you please state how many separate visits have taken place since March 1 2008.

5 Trips in total:
On 4 separate occasions both elected members and officers have travelled overseas on official council business.

On 1 separate occasion a Council Officer alone has travelled overseas on official council business 

 

2...Could you please state the destination (s) for each individual trip?  Could you state the duration of the trip in terms of number of days and nights?  Could you please state when the trip took place? 

Washington and Memphis, America in March 2008 from 2/3/08 to 14/3/08 (13 days and 12 nights) – A Study/Exchange visit in community development

Somme, France from 28/6/07 to 2/7/07 (5 days and 4 nights) – Somme Pilgrimage

Somme, France from 5/9/08 to 8/9/08 (4 days and 3 nights) – Somme Pilgrimage

Somme, France from 1/5/08 to 5/5/08 (5 days and 4 nights) – Community Relations/Peace and Reconciliation

Beijing, China from 19/4/07 to 27/4/07 (9 days and 8 nights) – Preparation for 2012 Olympics
 

3...Could you please provide a brief explanation for each trip? 

Included in response at question 2
 

4...Could you please state the overall cost of each individual  trip and specify how many people went on each visit.  Could you please specify (in each case) how many of these individuals were council employees and how many were elected representatives.

Washington and Memphis, America – No cost to Council (funded by International Fund for Ireland and organized by NICVA) – 1 Council Employee

Somme, France in June 2007 - £1,710 -  3 Councillors

Somme, France in September 2008 - £640 – 2 Councillors

Somme, France in May 2008 - £12,846.74 – 3 Councillors, 4 Council Officers and 20 Community Leaders and Representatives from Statutory Agencies

Beijing, China in April 2007 - £6,505.54 (which includes Exhibition Space) – 1 Councillor and 1 Council Officer

 

5...In the case of each trip can you please state the overall cost of flights, the overall cost of  overseas accommodation and any other travel costs met by the council (eg buses, taxis etc).  Can you also specify the amounts spent on subsistence and the amounts spent on entertaining.   Entertaining could be restricted to council staff and or representatives or it could involve individuals outside the council. 
	Trip
	Flights
	Accommodation
	Other Travel Costs
	Subsistence

	Washington and Memphis
	Organised by NICVA – Information not held

	Somme, France in June 2007
	Organised by Somme Association – Information not held

	Somme, France in September 2008
	Organised by Somme Association – Information not held

	Somme, France in May 2008
	£3,662.40
	£5197.19 
	£100.00 (flight amendments)

£3445.86 (Coach Hire + taxi)
	£441.29

	Beijing, China
	£1140.00 
	£4040.00 (Cost includes Exhibition Space)
	£63.00 (travel insurance)
	£1262.54


            

 

6....In the case of each trip can you specify the class and standard of flight used by the party and provide the names of any accommodation used.  If individual officers and members used different modes and or standards of travel and or types of accommodation while on the same trip can you please provide details.
	Trip
	Class/Standard of Flight
	Accommodation Name

	Washington and Memphis
	Information not held
	Information not held

	Somme, France in June 2007
	Information not held
	Information not held

	Somme, France in September 2008
	Information not held
	Information not held

	Somme, France in May 2008
	Economy
	Le Prieure Hotel

	Beijing, China
	Coach
	The New Century Hotel


If you have any other queries please do not hesitate to contact me.

Regards

Elaine McElhill | Records Management Officer | Corporate Services  |  Antrim Borough Council  | 50 Stiles Way | Antrim | BT41 2UB

T: 028 9446 3113 ext 1380 | E: elaine.mcelhill@antrim.gov.uk  W: http://www.antrim.gov.uk
