
What to do with old vehicles? 

Facts: 
·     Approximately 2 million vehicles are scrapped every year 

in the UK.  
·     In 2001 over 50 million tyres (just over 480,000 tonnes) 

were scrapped and a further 80,000 tonnes were dis-
posed of in landfill. 

 
The quantity of used vehicles that are not resold in the UK 
equate to over 2 million tonnes of material that should be treated 
in an environmentally sensitive manor.  
 
1.85 million cars are treated every year in the UK; with approxi-
mately 80% of the used car materials recycled and the remain-
ing 20% going to landfill.  As car ownership continues to in-
crease it is important that the proportion of each end-of-life vehi-
cle (ELV) being recycled is maximised so that the environmental 
impact is reduced. 
 
It is estimated that up to 50% of the 20,000 tonnes of oil re-
moved from vehicles by motorists is handled improperly.  If oil 
finds its way into sewers and watercourses it can cause signifi-
cant contamination. 
 
When a car reaches the end of its useful life it should be treated 
by a licensed vehicle dismantler.  The dismantler will remove the 
parts that can be sold for reuse, remove the potentially environ-
mentally polluting materials such as operating fluids and batter-
ies, and then sell the hulk on to a shredding operation. 
 
What to do with your ELV? 
 

·     If you have no further use for your car take it to a li-
censed dismantler; for further advise contact Billy Finlay 
at Antrim Borough Council on 9446 3113. 

 
Inform DVNLI that you have passed your vehicle on to a regis-
tered dismantler by completing the section on your registration 
document for disposal to a motor trader. 

Factsheet: End of life vehicles 


