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ANTRIM BOROUGH COUNCIL

GUIDANCE LEAFLET

LOW VOLTAGE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT                

_______________________________________________________________________________________
DO YOUR PRODUCTS COMPLY WITH CURRENT REGULATIONS?

THE LAW IN BRIEF                    

Electrical Equipment designed for use within certain voltages has for a number of
years been required to comply with the Low Voltage Directive (LVD).  Most recent
changes to the LVD have been implemented into United Kingdom law by The
Electrical Equipment (Safety) Regulations 1994.

The 1994 Regulations require the same safety requirement as the previous
Low Voltage Electrical Equipment (Safety) Regulations 1989 which they
replace but add the duty on manufacturers and authorized representatives to:
CE MARK  

issue a DECLARATION OF CONFORMITY

compile TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION.

The 1994 REGULATIONS APPLY to electrical equipment designed or adapted for
use between 50 and 1000 volts ac or 75 and 1500 volts dc.

Some COMPONENTS of electrical equipment may in themselves be considered to
be electrical equipment and must satisfy the requirements of the 1994 Regulations
if they are to be supplied as separate items.

SUPPLIERS AFFECTED

All persons who supply electrical equipment during the course of a business
Including manufacturers, importers, wholesalers, distributors and retailers.

Secondhand items (including items for hire and equipment supplied as part of a 

furnished accommodation) are only required to satisfy the safety requirements.

They are not required to be CE marked etc.

A MANUFACTURER WITHIN THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AREA (EEA) 

must 

*
affix the (a) CE MARKING (to the equipment or packaging or the 


instruction sheet or guarantee certificate)

*
draw up and hold a (b) EC DECLARATION OF CONFORMITY


(details of content are listed in the Regulations)

*
compile and hold the ( c) TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION 

details of content are listed in the Regulations)

A MANUFACTURER OUTSIDE THE EEA:  can still do the above.  He may

Appoint an AUTHORISED REPRESENTATIVE who will retain copies of (b)

and (c) within the EEA.

If he doesn't appoint an Authorised Representative then (b) and (c ) should be 

retained by the FIRST SUPPLIER IN THE EEA.

An AUTHORISED REPRESENTATIVE can compile (a), (b) and (c) themselves.

A FIRST SUPPLIER IN THE EEA can compile (a), (b) and (c) themselves when

it is not available from other sources but they may struggle to obtain the necessary

information.

The CE MARKING is a visible declaration that the electrical equipment satisfies

the 1994 Regulations.

The DECLARATION OF CONFORMITY is a written declaration that the LVD has

been conformed to. 

The TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION provides enforcement authorities with the 

means of assessing conformity.  It must be kept for 10 years.  It does not have to 

be assessed by an approved body.

The Declaration and Technical Documentation must be made available to the

enforcement authorities within a reasonable time following a request to see them.

QUALITY ASSURANCE

It is stipulated in the 1994 Regulations that "Every manufacturer shall ensure

that his manufacturing process produces electrical equipment which conforms

to the technical documentation".  In other words the manufacturer should ensure

that there is adequate quality assurance.

THE SAFETY REQUIREMENT

Electrical equipment must be:

*
Safe.

*
Constructed in accordance with principles constituting good
           engineering practice.

*
In conformity with the safety objectives laid down in the Low Voltage 

           Directive.

In order to decide whether the equipment satisfies the safety requirement the 

accepted heirachy of standards should be followed:

Harmonised European standards are the most important but where none exist or

the existing standards do not cover all the safety criteria then other standards such

as the International or National standards should be used.   If some criteria still 

have not been met then Community technical specifications or accepted industry

codes of practice or other expert opinion should be sought.

Expert opinion is often obtained from test houses.  Some testing houses have 

been authorized to act as Notified Bodies under the 1994 Regulations.  The

Notified Bodies are therefore acknowledged experts.  After these in the 

hierarchy of test houses are the NAMAS accredited test houses.

OTHER REGULATIONS THAT MAY AFFECT ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT

FOR WHICH A CE MARK IS REQUIRED.

THE TOYS (SAFETY) REGULATIONS 1995

implementing Council Directive 88/378/EEC.

SCOPE:


TOYS

CAME INTO FORCE: 

1.1.90

ENFORCEMENT BODY:  
District Councils.

THE RADIO EQUIPMENT & TELECOMMUNICATIONS TERMINAL EQUIPMENT

REGULATIONS 2000

implementing Council Directive 1999/5/EC.

SCOPE:
Equipment which enables communication, which is intended to be



connected directly or indirectly by any means whatsoever to 



to interfaces of public telecommunications networks.  Also 



equipment capable of communication by means of the emission



&/or reception of radio waves utilizing the spectrum allocated to



terrestrial/space radio communication.

CAME INTO FORCE:

8.4.2000 Transitional Provisions until 8.4.2001

ENFORCEMENT BODY:
District Councils.

THE SUPPLY OF MACHINERY (SAFETY) REGULATIONS 1992

implementing Council Directive 89/392/EEC.

SCOPE:
An assembly of linked parts of components, at least one of which



moves, with the appropriate actuators, control and power circuits,



joined together for a specific application, in particular for the 



processing, treatment, moving or packaging of a material.

CAME INTO FORCE:

1.1.95

ENFORCEMENT BODIES:
(1)  Health & Safety Executive (for N.I.)





(2)  District Councils Consumer Goods Only.

Does not apply to machinery where the risks are mainly of electrical origin.

Such machinery is covered by the Electrical Equipment (Safety) Regulations 1994.

THE ACTIVE IMPLANTABLE MEDICAL DEVICES REGULATIONS 1992

implementing Council Directive 90/385/EEC.

SCOPE:
Powered medical devices intended to be implanted into



the human body.

CAME INTO FORCE:

1.1.95

ENFORCEMENT BODY:
Medical Devices Agency.

THE ELECTROMAGNETIC COMPATIBILITY REGULATIONS 1992

implementing Council Directive 89/336/EEC.

SCOPE:
Electrical apparatus.

CAME INTO FORCE:

1.1.96

ENFORCEMENT BODY:
(1)  Trading Standards.





(2)  Civil Aviation Authority.

THE MEDICAL DEVICES REGULATIONS 1994

implementing Council Directive 93/42/EEC.

SCOPE:
Instrument, apparatus, appliance, material or other article whether



used alone or in combination together with any software necessary



for its proper function for a medical application (defined in the



Regulations). 

COMES INTO FORCE:

14.6.98 Currently in transition period.

ENFORCEMENT BODY:
(1)  Medical Devices Agency.





(2)  District Councils Consumer Goods Only.

EMC Regulations apply until these Regulations apply.

THE EQUIPMENT AND PROTECTIVE SYSTEMS INTENDED FOR USE IN 

POTENTIALLY EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES REGULATIONS 1996

implementing Council Directive 94/9/EEC.

SCOPE:


All equipment used in potentially explosive

e atmospheres.

COMES INTO FORCE:

30.6.2003 Currently in transition period.

DTI PUBLICATIONS GIVING DETAILS ON ALL THE ABOVE REGULATIONS
APART FROM THE MEDICAL DEVICES REGULATIONS CAN BE OBTAINED
FROM THE BUSINESS IN EUROPE HOTLINE 01179 444888. 

FOR INFORMATION ON THE MEDICAL DEVICES REGULATIONS THE 

MEDICAL DEVICES AGENCY CAN BE CONTACTED ON 020 7972 8000.

