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GUIDANCE LEAFLET

ARE YOU AN IMPORTER OF CIGARETTE LIGHTERS? 
INTRODUCTION

This leaflet advises importers of cigarette lighters of important changes to consumer law that may affect the products they supply.  

The potential danger of cigarette lighters, particularly to young children has been of significant concern for many years, with accidents occurring as a result of burns, fire and explosion.  A change to the law improves the safety of such products by ensuring that all lighters supplied are child resistant.  In addition, it also prohibits the placing on the market of novelty lighters.

‘Child Resistant lighter’ means a lighter designed and manufactured so that it cannot, under reasonably foreseeable conditions of use, be operated by children under 51 months of age because, for example, of the force needed to operate it, its design, the protection of its ignition mechanism or the complexity or sequence of operations needed for ignition.  ‘Lighter’ means a manually operated flame-producing device employing a fuel, normally used for deliberately igniting cigarettes, cigars and pipes, and which may be used to ignite materials such as paper, wicks, candles and lanterns, manufactured with a integral supply of fuel, whether intended to be re-fuelled or not.

‘Novelty lighter’ means a flame-producing product commonly used to ignite cigarettes, cigars and pipes, including any holder which can by incorporated later or any attachment which can be fixed later, that resembles another object commonly recognised as appealing to or intended for use by children younger than 51 months or has entertaining audio effects or animated effects.  It includes lighters or holders that are clearly intended to hold lighters, the shape of which resembles cartoon characters, toys, guns, watches, telephones, musical instruments, food or beverages etc or have flashing lights or moving objects or other entertaining features. This excludes lighters that are printed or decorated with logos, labels, decals, artwork or heat shrinkable sleeves.
THE LAW

The European Decision making these changes was adopted under Article 13 of Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and is implemented by the General Product Safety Regulations 2005.    Environmental Health Officers have a duty to enforce the legislation, and where necessary will take required enforcement action

WHEN DOES THE LAW COME INTO FORCE?

The European Decision specifically bans the placing on the market of novelty or non child resistant lighters from 11th March 2007 (this does not imply that unsafe products can be supplied meantime.)  It is intended that such products will not to be displayed for sale at retail level from March 2008.  

WHAT DOES THE LAW REQUIRE YOU TO DO?

As an importer of cigarette lighters, you will be required to:

· Keep a child-resistance test report (from an accredited test house) for each model of lighter placed on the market together with a sample of that model.  The test report should include the following:

(a) The name, address and principal place of business of the importer

(b) A complete description of the lighter including dimensions (size/shape/weight), fuel type and capacity including a detailed description of it’s child resistance features

(c) A detailed description of the tests and of the results obtained.  Including details of the testing body and their qualification/competence

(d) Identification of the place where the lighters are manufactured

(e) The location where any supporting documentation is kept

(f) References of the accreditation or recognition of the testing body

(g) Certification that the model is a child resistant lighter/

· Keep documentation on the testing and control programme necessary to show that all lighters imported conform to the model tested

· Keep a report of a new child resistance test if any changes are made to a model of lighter that may adversely affect the ability of a model to be child resistant

