2009/06/009 Response issued to applicant via email on 27 July 2009

Dear 

Thank you for your email below.  A response to your request for information was forwarded to you on 9th July 2009 via email.  I have attached a copy as requested.  Please also see below Council response to your request for information.  

Best regards

Elaine McElhill

Records Management Officer

Dear

Thank you for your email of 15 June 2009.  You have requested copies of Objectors Evidence Forms relating to an alleged public right of way from Shore Road to Gallagh Road, Antrim, held by Antrim Borough Council.

The Council can confirm that it holds the information requested. However, some of the information requested is exempt from disclosure under Section 40 of the Freedom of Information Act being personal information, the disclosure of which would be a breach of the Data Protection Principles as set out in the Data Protection Act 1998. We therefore have enclosed copies of the information requested with personal information redacted.

The first principle of the Data Protection Act 1998 states that personal data should be processed ‘fairly’ and ‘lawfully’. The requested information which has been redacted, consists of names and addresses of members of the public who voluntarily completed user evidence forms generated by the Council under Access to the Countryside (Northern Ireland) Order 1983 in order to assert a public right of way. 

The Council is satisfied that in order to maintain the integrity of the process, there is an understanding that information of this nature will not be disclosed without the consent of the provider of the information. The Council is satisfied that there is a sufficient expectation from those members of the public who provide their details under this process that they remain confidential and to disclose them would be ‘unfair’ under the meaning of the first principle of the Data Protection Act 1998.

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to make a complaint or request a review of the decision, you should write to the Customer Services Team, Antrim Borough Council, Civic Centre, 50 Stiles Way, Antrim, BT41 2UB.

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint or review, you may apply directly to the Information Commission's Office (ICO) for a decision.  Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by the Council.  The Information Commissioner's Office can be contacted at 028 90 269380.

Regards

Elaine McElhill | Records Management Officer | Corporate Services  |  Antrim Borough Council  | 50 Stiles Way | Antrim | BT41 2UB
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