Response issued to applicant via email on 27 July 2009

Dear 

I would now like to respond to your request for information as per your numbered questions as follows:

1...During the aforementioned period has the council used the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act to monitor/investigate the behaviour of residents and businesses in its area.

Yes
 
2...In the case of each instance of the act being used can the council provide a date for the beginning of operations and a date for when they were concluded.  In each case can the council provide a brief explanation of why the action was instigated.  Please try to be as specificic as possible and please do not rely on blanket phrases such as anti-social behaviour.  Instead can the council please specify what this anti social behaviour.  For instance was the complaint one about excess noise from loud music.    
 
The information is conditionally exempt from disclosure as per Section 30 of the Act (Investigations and proceedings conducted by public authorities) as the investigations are  ongoing.

3...Can the council please provide a brief explanation of what measures were used in relation to each action/investigation.  These measures will include but will not be limited to the use of undercover investigators, streetside surveillance, video cameras, photographic evidence and  noise abatement equipment. 
 

See response to question 2


4...Can you please specify which of the investigations resulted in any kind of legal action. 
 

See response to question 2


5...Can the council please provide a copy of any log or register which details occasions when the act has been used.  Please feel free as I said earlier to redact the names and addresses of any member of the public or council employee/representative. 
See response to question 2

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me.

Regards

Elaine McElhill | Records Management Officer | Corporate Services  |  Antrim Borough Council  | 50 Stiles Way | Antrim | BT41 2UB

T: 028 9446 3113 ext 1380 | E: elaine.mcelhill@antrim.gov.uk  W: http://www.antrim.gov.uk
